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Abe  Lincoln  solidifies  his  Bloomingdale  visit 


By  Daniel  Curry 

Daily  Herald  Staff  Writer 


There's  a  strong  historical  rumor 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  once  gave  a 
speech  in  what  now  is  Blooming- 
dale's  Old  Town  district. 

Maybe  Abe  did,  maybe  not.  But 
there's  no  question  he's  in  Old  Town 
now.  Honest. 

A  7-foot  pipe,  plaster  and  concrete 
Lincoln  statue  was  dedicated  recent- 
ly before  Old  Town  organizers,  the 
'  sculptor  and  Bloomingdale  Village 
President  Samuel  J.  Tenuto. 

As  for  Abe,  he's  gesturing  toward 

the  imaginary  crowd.  Those  with  a 
keen  eye  will  note  he's  beardless  and 
has  a  sloppily  arranged  necktie. 

The  nuances  were  captured  by  31- 
year-old  sculptor  Richard  Luckow,  a 
Glendale  Heights  resident  also  re- 
sponsible for  a  15-foot  chocolate 
bunny  that  was  on  display  four 
weeks  this  spring  at  the  Hamilton 
Lakes  complex  in  Itasca. 

"Locking  through  old  pictures  and 
books,  we  noticed  his  tie  was  always 
screwed  up,"  said  Luckow,  who 
spent  10  weeks  shaping  the  Great 
Emancipator. 

The  trademark  beard  came  along 
after  Lincoln  was  elected  president. 
The  statue  depicts  Lincoln  making  a 
speech  during  one  of  his  two  unsuc- 
cessful bids  for  the  U.S.  Senate  in  the 
1850s. 

There's  even  a  white  fence  near 
the  statue  that  is  the  same  type  in 
front  of  Lincoln's  Springfield,  111., 
house. 

Although  there  is  no  hard  evi- 
dence, Lincoln  supposedly  gave  a 
speech  on  the  steps  of  a  church  that 
was  situated  in  what  now  is  Old 
Town,  district  spokesman  Mary 
Crider  said. 

"Several  years  ago,  a  photo  was 
floating  around,  but  we  can't-seem  to 
locate  it,"  she  said. 

The  historical  display  is  part  of  a 
yearlong  face  lift  at  Old  Town.  A 
noted  designer  advised  district  own- 
ers to  bring  in  more  authentic  histor- 
ical buildings  and  remnants,  among 
other  suggestions. 

Tenuto  said  the  statute  symboliz- 
es, "the  rebirth  of  Old  Town." 

"I  think  people  are  starting  to 
rediscover  us,"  Crider  said.  "We're 
getting  nice  crowds.  Hopefully,  this 
will  help  even  more." 


Sculptor  Richard  Luckow  poses  at  the  dedication  of  his  statue  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  Bloomingdale's  Old  Town  district. 
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